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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 



1. This action is in response to the telephonic interview held on 27 September 2005. 

2. Claims 138, 140, 141, 144-146, 148, 149, 152, 153, 155, 156, 159, 160, 162, 163, 168, 169-177, 
and 180-192 have been examined. 

3. This supplemental Notice of Allowance is submitted to correct the following deficiencies contained 
within the previous Notice of Allowance: 

• Claim 145 was shown to be cancelled, but is instead allowable. 

• Claim 154 was shown to be allowable, but is instead cancelled. 

• Claim 1 38 "taken" should be "token." 

• Claim 160 "information" is incorrectly italicized. 

• Claim 191 "configure" should be "configured." 

4. These changes have been made as shown below. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 138, 140, 141, 144-146, 148, 149, 152, 153, 155, 156, 159, 160, 162, 163, 168, 169-177, 
and 180-192 are allowed. See Reasons for Allowance under separate heading. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

5. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the 
issue fee. 
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6. 



Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a personal interview with Bob 



Abrahamson on 227 September 2005. 



7. 



The application has been amended as follows: 



Replace claims 138, 146, 153, 160, 168, 169, and 191 in their entirety with the following claims: 
138. (Currently amended) A method, comprising steps of: 

(A) storing at least first account information for a first media issued by a first media issuer and 
second account information for a second media issued by a second media issuer in a database 
in communication with a transfer server so that the first account information and the second 
account information exist simultaneously in the database; 

(B) establishing a communication link via a non-dedicated public communications channel 
between a controller associated with the database and a portable electronic device distinct and 
remotely located from the database, and transferring at least the first account information and 
the second account information from the database to a memory of the portable electronic 
device via the communication link so that at least the first account information and the second 
account information are caused to exist simultaneously in the memory of the portable electronic 
device; 

(C) transporting the portable electronic device to a vicinity of a first point-of-sale (POS) 
terminal; 

(D) when the portable electronic device is in the vicinity of the first POS terminal, manipulating a 
user input of the portable electronic device to select the first media for use in a first transaction at 
the first POS terminal; 

(E1) causing a token attached to the portable electronic device to embody at least a portion of the 
first account information; 
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(E2) after performing the step (E1), detaching the token from the portable electronic device, with the 
token continuing to embody at least the portion of the first account information after the token has 
been detached from the portable electronic device; 

(E3) after performing the step (E2), and when the token is still detached from the portable electronic 
device, interfacing the token with the first POS terminal and transferring at least the portion of the 
first account information from the token to the first POS terminal; 
(E4) after performing the step (E3), re-attaching the token to the portable electronic device; 

(F) transporting the portable electronic device to a vicinity of a second POS terminal; 

(G) when the portable electronic device is in the vicinity of the second POS terminal, manipulating 
the user input on the portable electronic device to select the second media for use in a second 
transaction at the second POS terminal; 

(H1) causing the token to embody at least a portion of the second account information; 
(H2) after performing the step (H1), detaching the token from the portable electronic device, with the 
token continuing to embody at least the portion of the second account information after the token 
has been detached from the portable electronic device; 

(H3) after performing the step (H2) t and when the token is still detached from the portable electronic 
device, interfacing the token with the second POS terminal and transferring at least the portion of 
the second account information from the token to the second POS terminal; and 
(H4) after performing the step (H3), re-attaching the token to the portable electronic device. 

146. (Currently amended) A method, comprising steps of: 

(A) storing a first version of information including at least first account information for a first 
media issued by a first media issuer and second account information for a second media 
issued by a second media issuer in a memory of a portable electronic device so that at least 
the first account information and the second account information exist simultaneously in the 
memory; 
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(B) storing a second version of information including at least the first account information and 
the second account information in a database in communication with a transfer server distinct 
and remotely located from the portable electronic device so that at least the first account 
information and the second account information exist simultaneously in the database; 

(C) transporting the portable electronic device to a vicinity of a first point-of-sale (POS) 
terminal; 

(D) when the portable electronic device is in the vicinity of the first POS terminal, manipulating 
a user input on the portable electronic device to select the first media for use in a first 
transaction at the first POS terminal; 

(E1) causing a token attached to the portable electronic device to embody at least a portion of 
the first account information; 

(E2) after performing the step (E1), detaching the token from the portable electronic device, 
with the token continuing to embody at least the portion of the first account information after the 
token has been detached from the portable electronic device; 

(E3) after performing the step (E2), and when the token is still detached from the portable 
electronic device, interfacing the token with the first POS terminal and transferring at least the 
portion of the first account information from the token to the first POS terminal; 
(E4) after performing the step (E3), re-attaching the token to the portable electronic device; 

(F) transporting the portable electronic device to a vicinity of a second POS terminal; 

(G) when the portable electronic device is in the vicinity of the second POS terminal, 
manipulating the user input on the portable electronic device to select the second media for use 
in a second transaction at the second POS terminal; 

(H1) causing the token to embody at least a portion of the second account information; 
(H2) after performing the step (H1), detaching the token from the portable electronic device, 
with the token continuing to embody at least the portion of the second account information after 
the token has been detached from the portable electronic device; 
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(H3) after performing the step (H2), and when the token is still detached from the portable 
electronic device, interfacing the token with the second POS terminal and transferring at least 
the portion of the second account information from the token to the second POS terminal; 
(H4) after performing the step (H3), re-attaching the token to the portable electronic device; 
(I) altering one of the first version of information stored in the memory of the portable electronic 
device and the second version of information stored in the database; and 
(J) establishing a communication link via a non-dedicated public communications channel 
between a controller associated with the database and the portable electronic device, and 
communicating commands between the controller associated with the database and the 
portable electronic device that cause the alteration in the one of the first version of information 
stored in the memory of the portable electronic device and the second version of information 
stored in the database to be reflected in the other of the first version of information stored in the 
memory of the portable electronic device and the second version of information stored in the 
database. 

153. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a transferring server comprising a database and a database controller, the database having 
stored therein so as to be accessible by the database controller at least first account 
information for a first media issued by a first media issuer and second account information for a 
second media issued by a second media issuer; and 

a portable electronic device, distinct and remotely located from the network server, comprising 
a device controller, a memory, a user input device, a port, and a token releasably retained in 
the port, the device controller being configured to establish a communication link with the 
network server via a non-dedicated public communications channel and to enable a transfer of 
at least the first account information and the second account information from the database to 
the memory of the portable electronic device via the communication link, the device controller 
being further configured to select one of the first media and the second media for use in a 
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token can be interfaced with the POS terminal to transfer the information embodied by the 
token to the POS terminal. 

168. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a transferring server in communication with a database having stored therein at least first 
account information for a first media issued by a first media issuer and second account 
information for a second media issued by a second media issuer; 

a portable electronic device, distinct and remotely located from the database, comprising a 
memory, a port, and a token releasably retained in the port; 

means for establishing a communication link via a non-dedicated public communications 
channel between a controller associated with the database and the portable electronic device, 
and for transferring at least the first account information and the second account information 
from the database to the memory of the portable electronic device via the communication link 
so that at least the first account information and the second account information are caused to 
exist simultaneously in the memory of the portable electronic device; 

means for selecting one of the first media and the second media for use in a transaction at a 
point-of-sale (POS) terminal; 

means for causing the token to embody at least a portion of one of the first account information 
and the second account information that corresponds to the selected one of the first media and 
the second media; and 

means for releasing the token from the port so that the token can be used to authorize the 
transaction at the POS terminal. 

169. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a portable electronic device comprising a memory having stored therein a first version of 
information including at least first account information for a first media issued by a first media 
issuer and second account information for a second media issued by a second media issuer, 
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means for selecting one of the first media and the second media for use in a transaction at a 
point-of-sale (POS) terminal, a port, a token releasably retained in the port, means for causing 
the token to embody at least a portion of one of the first account information and the second 
account information that corresponds to the selected one of the first media and the second 
media, and means for releasing the token from the port so that the token can be used to 
authorize the transaction at the POS terminal; 

a transferring server in communication with a database, distinct and remotely located from the 
portable electronic device, having stored therein a second version of information including at 
least the first account information and the second account information; and 
means for establishing a communication link via a non-dedicated public communications 
channel between a controller associated with the database and the portable electronic device, 
and for causing alterations in one of the first version of information stored in the portable 
electronic device and the second version of information stored in the database to be reflected 
in the other of the first version of information stored in the portable electronic device and the 
second version of information stored in the database. 

191. (New) The system of claim 160, wherein the portable electronic device further comprises a 
user-authenticator to authenticate an identity of a user of the portable electronic device, and the 
network server is configured to enable communication of commands between the database 
controller and the device controller that cause alterations in one of the first version of 
information stored in the database and the second version of information stored in the memory 
to be reflected in the other of the first version of information stored in the database and the 
second version of information stored in the memory to take place only after the user 
authenticator has authenticated the identity of the user. 
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Reasons For Allowance 

8. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the art of record, taken individually or combination, disclose at least the method 
step or system component of: a transferring server in communication with a database having 
stored therein at least first account information for a first media issued by a first media issuer and 
second account information for a second media issued by a second media issuer. More 
specifically, the prior art of record fails to disclose a portable smart card device capable of storing 
multiple account personalities and subsequently selecting a singular account personality only 
after connecting between a controller associated with the database and the portable electronic 
device distinct and remotely located from the database via a non-dedicated public 
communications channel. Moreover, none of the art of record, taken individually or combination, 
disclose at least the method step or system component of detaching the token from the portable 
electronic device, with the token continuing to embody at least the portion of the second account 
information after the token has been detached from the portable electronic device. 

Claims 138, 146, 153, 160, 168, and 169 are distinguished over the closest prior art of 
Lessin, who in at least column 1, line 1 to column 2, line 10, discloses a smart card and smart 
card transactions to include authentication, identification, inherent communications between the 
smart card, POS terminal, and associated server infrastructure, and updating the smart card after 
routine transactions. As recited in the independent claims, it is clear that the Applicant's invention 
is distinguished over the Lessin invention in at least the step of communicating with the 
databases to assert one of a plurality of account personalities onto the electronic device and 
subsequently detaching the device to interact with a POS terminal. Although Lessin does 
disclose smart card functionality, Lessin does not disclose detachability in the manner claimed as 
well as supported in the specification. 
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Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 



• Freeman et al. (WO 99/38117 A1) discloses a smart card with a flexible display for 
displaying various images. 

• Rocket Librarian User guide (29 October 1999), discloses a device for downloading 
e-books. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning 
this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to James A. 
Reagan whose telephone number is 571.272.6710. The Examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday, 9:30am-5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, James Trammell can be reached at 571.272.6712. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair . Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 
(toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



or faxed to: 

571-273-8300 [Official communications, After Final communications labeled "Box AF"] 
571-273-8300 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Customer Service Window: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



Randolph Building 



401 Dulany Street 



Alexandria, VA 22314. 



JAR 



28 September 2005 




